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LESSON 9 Devotional

Financial Stewardship

The phrase “Business Owner” is deceiving because ownership is in stark contrast to the biblical
view of “stewardship.” Job 41:11 tells us “Who has first given to me, that | should repay him?
Whatever is under the whole heaven is mine.”

If we understand that God gave us everything we possess, then it quickly becomes clear that we
are a steward of God’s creation, including the business He has entrusted to us. This is a far
different role than being an owner.

One definition of the word steward is:

“A PERSON WHO MANAGES ANOTHER'S e perinmon or STEWARD
PROPERTY OR FINANCIAL AFFAIRS.” One of

7
the best biblical illustrations of this A PERSON WHO MANAGES ANOTHER'S
definition is the story of Joseph and PROPERTY OR FINANCIAL AFFAIRS.

Potiphar found in Genesis 39.

Joseph had been sold into slavery by his brothers. Potiphar, an Egyptian officer of Pharaoh,
purchased Joseph and made him a servant in Potiphar’s home. Because of God’s favor and
Joseph’s diligence in carrying out his responsibilities as a steward of Potiphar’s home, both
Joseph and Potiphar profited.

Let’s read what it looks like to be a “good steward” in Genesis 39:2-6.

"The Lord was with Joseph, so he became a successful man. And he was in the house of his
master, the Egyptian. 3 Now his master saw that the Lord was with him

and how the Lord caused all that he did to prosper in his hand. # So Joseph found favor in his
sight and became his personal servant; and he made him overseer over his house, and all that
he owned he put in his charge. ° It came about that from the time he made him overseer in his
house and over all that he owned, the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house on account of Joseph;
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thus the Lord’s blessing was upon all that he owned, in the house and in the field. ¢ So he left
everything he owned in Joseph’s charge; and with him there he did not concern himself with
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anything except the food which he ate.”

In this story Potiphar is the owner and Joseph is the steward. Since Joseph was a good steward,
Potiphar wisely gave him more and more responsibility—resulting in benefits for both the
owner and the steward. This is a model of what God intends in our lives as stewards over His
creation, including the business we have been called to oversee.

God is the actual owner of your business, not you. Deuteronomy 8:18 says, “But you shall
remember the Lord your God, for it is He who is giving you power to make wealth.”
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.  How might your perspective be different as a steward versus an owner? How might stewardship impact
the level of responsibility and accountability you feel?

2. How do you feel about being a steward rather than an owner?

3. List and discuss attributes of being a “good steward” in relationship to the business you lead. What might
you implement to be a better steward of your business?
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